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count of a' little Book, | Concerning the Lives of _ . 
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Tige Liens, end what is worſe, Fires and 
Flames, and the ſharpeſt Tornients. It knew no- 
thing of the Infirmities and Weakneſſes of a tender 


Age, but did in its Vouth Things becoming the 
Seriouſneſs and Sobriety of the oldeſt Men. And 


though its Growth was prodigious, yet even upon 


its firſt entering into the. World, its Bi _ and 
Vouaſtneſß ſeemed to vie with that of the Earth; for 
it intr luced a ne-] World into the Univerſe. 95 


 Svcn was the Beginnin and firſt Ipfitaron | 
of the Chriſtian Church ings and i we hnd Men, 


who voluntarily became little Children, Children 


who in Wiſdom exceeded Patriarchs, Virgins, 


who had the Prudence and Gravity of Matrons, 
8 with. a perf Modefty and 
Men of grey and old in Yeats, 
but bas Ge in _ Pride, and Ambition, - 
and it was hard 40 3 which. were the Old, and 
Which the young Diſciples, for the younger Sort 
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counted Great, as they arrived to high. Degrees 
of Piety; and the more religious any Man 2 | 


PP 


Tu Lig cht they came attended with filled 5 

World, -as deth the Univerſe. - So ſoon 

did the "World feel the Influences, and Operations | 
gf theſe. new Stars, and. yyere forced to acknow+ 


| ledge their divine Power and Virtues for they 5 


| through the Chaos Mankind 
| — dee ee Bodies, and the Libs, Sens, 


10 Vadertanding Say nen was — 5 


5 the other Side, as the Be afflicteth the So 


the — 1 e 
new, 10 different from what was in che World 


before, that Men ga . 
chemſelves in the Admir ie, reg ) 
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Wer Abad Soul can _ 88 to 
5 gre the Body, the faine did the firſt Chriſtians af- 
ford to the benighted World and whatever In- 
th Body puts the Soul to, the ſame - 
did the beſotted Ward bring upon the firſt 
Chriſtians; for. as the Soul tenders the Bodys 
Welfare, ſo did they the World's ; as the Soul di- 
recis the Body to do Things rational, fo did Bop: | 
_ the World; as the Soul een 
_ doing Miſchief. to itſelf, ſo did they the orld:;- 
_ and as che Soul makes the Members of the Body 
Inſtruments of: Righteouſneſs, ſo did they attempt 
to reform the deluded World into Holineſt : On 
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15 ive Hadid t 
incommode theſe excellent men; and as the Body 
ſeems to long for nothing ſo much; as the Ruin 
of the Soul, ſo the Deſtruction of thoſe As. 
: was the great Thing e e aimed at. 


Or ſuch Perſons was this Church * up 
who had not their Original out of the Brain of Ju. 
| "Piter, as the Poets fable of Minerva, but from 
the wounded Side of «ag crucivied. ee. The 
Waterand Blood which flowed from thoſe Wounds, 
Was that that ga nnen as in the Begin» | 


5 ning of the Goſpel, their Loxb and M 


was born of a Woman without 3 Man, fo. cane | 


: d, from a Man without A Woman, an f the Mi- 
| _ racle af their Birth us in 2 Manneg as: great as 
© their e e eee e, 
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| ant Low, of Rulers and Underlii 


fila 


tel the Bleſſed Virgin, baptiſed them too; arid "RY 
ſarne Spirit that raiſed the mi iy Arp from his 
Grave, quickened their eee 
them into a new aa inn q 
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Tur were 4 bbs ee e made Meant: 2 
, of: Gover- 
nors and Subjefs 4 und yet n ing was more 

hard, than to diſtinguiſh one from the other; for 
whatever the Difference might be, they ere 


one another equal, and by their - Carri; 


Would have concluded that they had been all of. 
the ſame Degree and Condition. Their Paſtors 
and Chief Men Were, more eee by their Mu- 
nifieenee and | dy ee e 
Ame * Splendour of their Gad. 


Tuxv FEY to be all 1 
for the Aged they honoured as Fathers, and the 
Vouths they te as their Children. Thoſe ef 
the ſame Age called one another Brethren, and in 
theſe Titles the by hott more, than Men now do 
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VoD might for Si them Abundance of 
Mothers chat never had any Children, and: Vir- 
ins took Care of innocent Babes; as if they had 
n Mothers. No Famil complained of Barren 
neſs or Unfruitfulneſs, for- they never wanted 
Children to 4 ee ber, and thoſe that had none 
of their ow˖•n; would be ſure to find ſome to take 
Care of. eee while ſo 
many Fathers Rugied to do Good, and Men were 
reachier to grey han others were to afk, and 
e ſorrow! 0 ar not Objects, 
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the Primitive Cuts Ti Abts. 1 12 55 e 


5 upon which they ee Ne. ure | haxity./ 
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Maur af ahaje Wiese the ſame, that 
they were whilſt their Huſbands lived; and find-: 
ing that upon their Huſbands Death, they were 
become Siſters of many Brethren, they aimed at no 
other Contract, but that with Chriſ, who, if they 
were found worthy, would, as they thought, mar- 
ry them at) leaft to the Service of the Cl * 
where they might exerciſe that Maternal Care on ; 
the Poor and Needy, which formerly they uſed to 


expreſs to their own Children. Here you would 


| ſee none Rejoicing, that he had any Thing of his 
on; for Whatever he had, he looked upon this 
5 Co- beirs; and was ſo well 
contented that a ould: inherit with him, 
that he thought that which he had, a Burthen, if 
bis Neighbours were not to ſhare in his eker 5 
This preſent Liſe was the leaſt Thing they 5 
ed, while that to come, engroſſed their Though. hes. 55 
They were ſo entirely Chriſtians, that in in 
ner they were nothing elſe, and cared not for being 
any Thing elſe, left if they ſhould be ſomething 


_ elfe, they ſhould 3 efted d of deviating from 
their Maſter's . e os oY e 066” ps 5 — 


" 4 ; Lv. am" mY 0 


_ Hue ies, cha the Pae accuſed them of | 
Unrighteouſne nppofitableneſs, as if they 
. were dead Weights in the World, contr 1 
nothing to the Welfare and Proſperity of Man- TY 


Kind, and as if they ſtood for Cyphers in Human = a | 
 Socleties; chough none were more ready to mm.. 


3 the Profit of their Labours to others, 
and did therefore on Purpoſe keep cloſe to er 
Calling,” at they might be able to relieve the 
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ever they were thought worthy to bear Office in 


_ (Church, might be in a great embraced the Charge, 
h in a er Capacity to im 
eh * 3 GOD N iven them, to his 
Glory, and his Peoples G ane; pleaſed 
with the Trouble of the Office, that the World 


jy keen ſee . had no Deſign of Gain, or V N 
reſt in * Adminiſtration,” ' _w_— {IT 96 
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* went and heavenly; and as they locked 
: wore ſublu 


Objects, as too mean for their 


Minds to reſt on, e Crews to e, 
1 ich fades not away. 
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TeemiBulingl was 6⁰ Suri not to o talk * 
I Matters; and the Name of Chriſtian did ſo charm 


them, that though there were various Degrees of 
Men among them, Eccleſiaſticks, Laymen, Vir- 


gins, idows, married Perſons, Confeſſors, 


artyrs, and Friends; yet the Name Chriſtian 
ſwallowed up all, and in this they triumphed be- 
. World; which made 
Attalus in Euſebius, when the Governor. afked him, 
what Countryman he was, who his Father and 
Mother were, what Trade, Profeffion and Em- 
2907 Nee he was of, whether he was Rich or Poor, 


yond all other Titles in the 


ive no other Anſwer but this, That he was 2 
Chriſttan. And by this Anſwer they 

+ World to underſtand, that their Kindred 
ho Sers N Trade, Booked > Blood, did all 


axe 


upon e the Employmen nt of Ates and | 

| _ Governors, leſt the en 8 F Jop's Com- 
mands ſhould claſh; and they lie under a Fempta- 

tion of obeying Man more than Gop; yet, when- | 
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An Oath they ſhunned as Aer. as Perjury, and a 
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raiſed their Souls, and his Croſs wh pre- 


ac fir Ketigit, "as he Dent of 
n e SY n e 204 N 7 LIE 3 * 931 


FT; 

c 

j i ** 4 
> Ws 3% > ++ * #3 


: Tus Dent de ovtnatuderd; * 
5 Sabrament;. but at their common Meals; and 
when they refreſhed their Bodies wih Meat und 
Drink, they talked of that Meat which Or 
fred theni te everlaſting Life; and hereih & 
wWalked contrary to the uſtom f the Bra 2 
of old who uſed to carry a Death's Head wich ; 
them 7. =o 
the Table, and with the ee an e- 
membrance of what the they muſt ſhortly come io, 
encouraged themſelves in Drunkenmeſt. The 
firſt Chriſtiauns temembered indeed e Death of 
du at their ordinary 2 i 
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mile rein and Torment, and Death, as; "0 


Croſs familiar to them; for the Afflictions of this 


Life they looked upon, as the Midwives that 


their new Birth, and the beſt on. 


nians of their Faith, and the faithfulleſt Nurſes of 
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r 'prayed toge- 
ther, heard the Word together, 5 ee 


gat Meals together, and were continually helpfub 
dne to the other: Inſomuch, that wherever | 
met, th knew one another; and when 


* 


not with their Lips, yet with their Eyes and _ 


_ Geſtures, they would ſalute one © another, ' ſend 
Eiſſes of Peace gne to another; rejoice in the com 
mon Hope, and aſſiſt one another in *Adverſities,* - 
This is one of us, faith ſuch a Saint, for we have 
ſeen him in our Oratories,: we have prayed With 


him, we have been at the Lonp's Table together, 
we have heard the Scriptures read together, we: 


have kneeled together, we have been inſtructed W. . 


gether. O happy Kindred ! which comes by pray- 


er, and Communion of the Body and Blood of 7 e- 
fas! O bleſſed Relations ! where Men are not * WW; 
ed Brothers of the Sun or of the Stars, as che an- 
cient Ty ts ſtiled themſelves,” but Brethren of 


„Children of Gon, Loves Citizens of Ne wen th 
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e Chriſtian, he acid * can 


to them, before ever he ſhewed his — 
they knew: him by his lean Viſage, and meagre 
Face, which his frequent Faſting had brought Him 

to, by the Modeſty of his Eyes, by the Gravity. _ 


of his Speech, by his Gate; and Habit, and mor- 
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nacters of the Spirit in their Countenance. Nor 
; Te is it ſtrange, that a good Man ſhould he 5 | 
his Carriage, for to this Day, à ſeri r eng 
though he ſay nothing, ſomething i in his Lirleas | 
ments, and Features, and P 

| theinward Zeal, and Sincerity of his Soul.. | 
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| ta be inguiſhed by, but dee . : 
_ advance the Good of he Sheep, 


to their Martyrdom and without exp 
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Dead, be and in the very 
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for none denied her ighbour her 1 | 


1 could any world Meet Aſoout hem from 
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Poorer Neighbours Sores, bound up their Wounds, 5 
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tended them, as the meaneſt Servants. Here yow 
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5 e eee one would turn the-fick. 
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and, with Moſes, were contented to be ſurrounded D 
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gone from him, as he hath when he is ſurrounded 
with Society. He lives in the Senſe of Gon's 
Omnipreſence, and whether he is on a Hill, or in 
the Valley, Gop is the fame to him; the Place, he 
knows, makes no Variation in Gov? Purity, and. 


wherever the Man is, Gop cannot be far from 
him. He pities; or ſmiles at the Sinner that flat- 
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ks in a Cave, and nothing appears ſo abſurd to 

3 to fancy that he that made the FOI | 
ot pierce into the CRE Corner.” * 


Gop is with thee, and in thee, and ſtands * 
thee, before whom all Angels vail their Faces, at. 
whoſe Preſence Devils tremble, who fills Heaven 
and Earth with his Glory; that Gon is with thee, 


who is altogether lovely; che Center of thy Hap- 


pineſs, before whom @ Nee are as Graſhappers, 
as the ſmall:Duſt of the Balance, and as a Drop at at the 
Bottom of 4 Bucket, Wh dy his Providence-main- | 
' tains thy Soul in Life, charges the Devil not to 
"a thee into Hell, commands the Powers of 


' Darkneſs not to moleſt thee or murder thee, takes 
Care of thyſelf, thy Wifeand nr 


Day and: —. over all that thou haſt; He pre 
ſerves thy Houſe from being burnt,” thy Children 
from * drowned, thy 
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commands, and thou takeſt thy Reſt, — 

Word, And. no Danger eke nigh keeps 
bee as the Apple of his Eye, aud bids bis Angels 


ands. This Gon, this' _ 
immenſe, this infinite, this bountiful, this me 


to Nrry thee in their 


cious, this munificent Being is Wich thee, a 


about the every where, eſpecially hen theu art 


by thyſalf, for then there is none with thee dar ki 


aud it ace thou ee e de Feel = 


1152 LAB: ts 2 + 3 


Wasever Ingraticude like this? The moſt an 
rateful Slave, however he rails it 


r behind his Back, yet is: r 
bis Preſence; And will you” revite Gon to his 


Face? What is your ſinning 3 Him but re- 


tranſgteſs his Laws becauſe 


; * ü bis 1 FE i He would oblige le to Re 
tance; Will pe Night ene oh 
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i, wowkiſt nix thou behave thy Lene 


and ſeriouſſy, and 7 7 Tb e. 
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Why, Chris Divinity is with thee ee — | ? 

Divan inity ae the ſame Infſuence upon 
y Spirit that his Humanity would aue? Is not. 
: e 12 opera eats and aſh | 


: L t Is 182 contrary. to his . 
W but abuſing kim nd d ein d Num | 
with you, loaks vou in the Face when you do ſo, 
do not you reproach him to his Face? And dare you⸗- 
: dag; to Him, which you dare not do to a Man of. 
7 an e you ſin becauſe He 
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art Thou? Could always think 
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